Gliding mammals occur in many forests throughout the world, though the most spectacular and diverse forms are found in tropical Asia. Following a recent taxonomic overview by the lead author, this book collates all the available biogeographical and natural history information on 65 species across 6 families. Highly readable introductions to each group are followed by species summaries; distribution maps and outstanding colour paintings accompany all descriptions. A helpful appendix lists the species present in a number of sites across the globe. Clearly a labour of love, this is as engaging to read as it is valuable as a reference text. The Fijian archipelago comprises 332 islands and 500 islets located approximately 2,600 km from Australia. The largest island is over 10,000 km 2 , with a peak at 1,234 m, giving rise to a wealth of environments and habitats. This review of 187 known species in 43 genera, 70% of which are endemic, is the first new treatment of their myrmecofauna in almost a century. The detailed taxonomic keys are followed by plates illustrating each species, a map of the collection localities, and an intuitive figure showing their altitudinal range and the broad vegetation type. This will inform and enable many future studies. This mammoth volume, containing around 200 entries, collates the work of 162 contributors from over 30 countries, spanning topics from acidification to the Xiolangdi reservoir via alternative stable states, carbon cycles, palaeolimnology and much more. The subject index alone stretches to 23 pages! While the dominant focus is on physical geography, it will be of great interest to biogeographers as contextual background, and there are plenty of sections dealing with biological theories, principles or records. This will be an essential reference text for the library. The price may deter casual readers, while peculiarly the electronic version is even more expensive. The particular climate of the Mediterranean, combined with the peculiarities of montane systems, and a long history of human occupation and management, provide a unique set of habitats. This introductory text focusses on physical geography, with only a single short chapter on biogeography. Nevertheless the sections on their geological history, hydrology, cultural geography, land-use change and the potential effects of climate change will all provide useful context for anyone working in these regions, and each chapter is supported by copious citations from the primary literature. It will provide ideal reading for students, perhaps as the textbook for a field course.
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